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Shikokuchuo City is famous for its paper
“industry and today it “produces the most
paper products in Japan. Because they
have good ‘quality water, the city is a
“perfect place to make paper.  People
started to make “washi, Japanese traditional
paper, in the Edo ‘era, and the ‘'modern .
paper industry began in the Meiji era. TR « DO 2

Every year in July, more than 1,000 people “dance in the paper festival. That’s the
“paper dance.” Every ‘movement in the dance shows the “process of making paper.
You can also see a “shodo performance in the festival. It originally started in the
shopping streets by the “calligraphy club “members from ‘Mishima High School.
And now it’s a popular "inter-high school calligraphy performance competition after it
became a movie, “Shodo Girls.” In the performance, a team of high school students
write messages with big brushes on a large paper four meters high and six meters wide.
They dance with the music “while writing.

We don’t think about paper much every day because it is always around us. For
New Years you need postcards for greetings. Today you can’t live without "tissues or
“toilet rolls. “Newspapers and books are made of paper, too. Now you are reading
this “passage, and this paper may also be from Shikokuchuo.
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@ People in Shikokuchuo started to make paper @
in the Edo era.

@ Many people dance in the paper festival. @

® Shodo performances were started by the ©)
people in the Edo era. @

@ You need good quality water to make paper.
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@ Why is Shikokuchuo famous?
7 Because they have good quality water.

4 Because people dance in July.
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7 Because we don’t think about paper every day.

T Because it produces the most paper in Japan.

@ What does the movement in the “paper dance” show?
7 It shows the paper calligraphy in Shikokuchuo.
4 It shows the paper festival.
7 It shows the process of making paper.
I It shows the traditional paper in the Edo era.

@ Who are the “Shodo Girls™?
7 The dancing people in the paper festival are.
4 The students of the calligraphy club from Mishima High School are.
7 The people in the Meiji era are.
I The people in the paper industry are.
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